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Figure 1 Cypress Hills Zoning Districts 

 

 
 

Locations of Manufacturing Uses in the Study Area 
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Figure 2 Cypress Hills Manufacturing Firms and BOA Strategic and Soft Sites  
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Vacant and Underutilized Manufacturing Land 
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Figure 3 Manufacturing and C-8 Zones and Vacant and Underbuilt Properties 
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Table 1 Vacant M-Zoned Property in the Study Area  

Block Lot Address 
Owner Owner Lot 

Area 
Lot 
Front 

Lot 
Depth Type Name 

4142 32 3269 ATLANTIC AVENUE C HOUSING PRESERVATION 81175 410 258 

4140 1 
(201) FORCE TUBE 
AVENUE 

P BERNARD, NEVILLE 5095 108.42 125 

4154 61 (30) FOUNTAIN AVENUE   38 FOUNTAIN AVE. CORP 5000 50 100 

4139 25 (49) DINSMORE PLACE P BREEN ITZHAK M 4302 77.67 133.58 

3961 32 489 LIBERTY AVENUE P 
VERDUGOS GENERAL 
CONT 

2850 28.5 100 

3706 14 223 VERMONT STREET C HOUSING PRESERVATION 2650 25 106 

3961 33 (487) LIBERTY AVENUE P 
VERDUGOS GENERAL 
CONT 

2650 26.5 100 

3989 32 803 GLENMORE AVENUE   KHAN, ZORIDA 2562 30.75 85 

3957 4 207 ESSEX STREET   207 ESSEX CORP. 2500 25 100 

3962 34 511 LIBERTY AVENUE C DCAS 2500 25 100 

3964 2 213 SCHENCK AVENUE   1440 G PACIFIC RLTYCO 2500 25 100 

3962 31 (519) LIBERTY AVENUE P PLAZA, CARMEN 2500 25 100 

3977 19 502 LIBERTY AVENUE   SARDAR RIMON 2000 20 100 

3977 20 504 LIBERTY AVENUE P AHTRAM CONSTRUCTION 2000 20 100 

3977 21 510 LIBERTY AVENUE P WILLIAMS, MICHAEL 2000 20 100 

3706 25 182 WYONA STREET C HOUSING PRESERVATION 1540 19.25 80 

3978 24 282 HENDRIX STREET   CANO ADOLFO 1011 20.21 50 

3978 23 280 HENDRIX STREET   CANO ADOLFO 894 20.38 50 
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Figure 4 Manufacturing and Commercially Zoned Lots and Underutilized FAR 

 

 
 

Re-Use And Densification of Existing Buildings 
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Selective Vacant/Underutilized Property Survey 

 

Table 2: Vacant/Underutilized Property Survey Results 

 

 22 Milford Street 486 Liberty Avenue 

 

2840 Atlantic 

Avenue 

Block, Lot 3976, 43 3708, 15 3964, 8 

Date built 1930 1920 1914 

Lot Area SF 5,000 10,000 30,550 

Gross FAR SF Likely 15,000 10,500  76,400 

Lot frontage, depth 50, 100 100, 100 200.67, 176 

Number of bldgs 1 1 5 

Number of floors 3 3 3 

Zoning M1-1 M1-1 M1-1 

Built FAR/Allowable  Likely 3/1  1.05/1 2.05/1 

Owner 3144 Atlantic Avenue Etha Littlejohn 2840 Atlantic 

Ave. Realty 

Occupancy Used for storage Vacant Used by Royal 

Plastics 

 

22 Milford Street, between Atlantic and Liberty Avenues 
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486 Liberty Avenue, corner of Miller Avenue 

 

 

 

2840 Atlantic Avenue, between Schenck Avenue and Barbey Street 
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Transportation 
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Figure 5 Cypress Hills Transportation Infrastructure 

 
 

Cypress Hills Residents and Manufacturing Employment 
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Figure 6 Cypress Hills Employment by Sectors  
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Figure 7 Industrial Workers in CD 5: Inflow and Outflow  
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Figure 8 Concentrations of CH Residents Working in Industry 
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Sectors and Jobs  

 

Figure 9 Industrial Firms by Number of Employees per Firm and Firm Type  
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Figure 10 Number of Manufacturing Firms in Cypress Hills by Sector  

 
 

 

  

Food Manufacturing 7 Apparel Manufacturing 3

Plastics and Rubber Products 
Manufacturing 7

Fabricated Metal Products 
Manufacturing 20

Furniture and Related Products 
Manufacturing 16

Miscellaneous Manufacturing* 
3

Textile Mills 1

Textile Product Mills 1

Leather and Allied Product 
Manufacturing 1

Wood Product Manufacturing 3

Paper Manufacturing 2

Printing and Related Support 
Activities 4

Chemical Manufacturing 4

Nonmetallic Mineral 
Product Manufacturing 2

Primary Metal Manufacturing 3

Machinery Manufacturing 1
Computer and Electronic 
Product Manufacturing 1

Electrical 
Equipment, 
Appliance, 

and 
Component 

Manufacturin
g 1

*Miscellaneous includes, for example, 
jewelry, signs, dolls, office supplies, etc

Manufacturing Firms in Cypress Hills 2009 by 3 digit NAICS sector
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Figure 11 Total Number of Employees in Top Five Cypress Hills/East New York Manufacturing Sectors  
 

 
 

 

Table 3 Types of Light Manufacturing & Light Industry 

 

Type of Manufacturing Type of Manufacturer 

Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturer 3 

Paper Manufacturer 2 

Plastics & Rubber Products Manufacturer 2 

Metal Works/Welding 2 

Non-Metallic Mineral Product Manufacturer 1 

Metalworking Machinery Manufacturer 1 

Carpenters/Custom Cabinets Manufacturers 1 

Unknown 1 

Total 13 

 

701 

151 
207 

30 

251 

Metal Plastics Furniture Apparel Food

Total Employees (CH ENY)  

Total Employees (CH ENY)



MANUFACTURING SNAPSHOT       28 
 

 

 

Figure 12 Metal-Related Firms in Cypress Hills 
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Sectors and Wages 
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Table 4 Average Weekly Wages in Top Five Cypress Hills Manufacturing Sectors 
 

Sector Total 

Employees 

(CH ENY)  

Average Weekly 

Wage  

Metal 701 $1,046 

Plastics 151 $952 

Food 251 $785 

Furniture 207 $708 

Apparel 30 $661 
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IV. Local Opportunities 
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Figure 13 Regional Anchor Institutions and Workforce 

  



LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES       33 
 

Food and Food-Related Services 
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Metal Products and Repair 
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Workforce Development
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V. Recommendations 
 

 

 
 
 

Build the Cypress Hills Food Ecosystem 
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Promote and Green Metal Fabrication 

 

 

Join Partnerships and Advocacy Efforts 
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Targeted Sector and Site Recommendations 

Co-Packing 
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Next Steps for Co-Packing:  
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Food Preparation 

Next Steps for Food Preparation:  
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Cluster Promotion 
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Greening the Cluster 

Quotes about the 
Fashion District from 
Making Midtown 
(Space, 2012): 
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Environmental Management System 
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Next Steps for Cluster Promotion 
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List of Interviewees

 
Interviewee 

Affiliation 

Date 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

Chu, Kevin 

Business 

Opportunity Center 

Network 

10/19/12 

 --Workforce dev. 

programs costly to 

employers 

--Little interest in 

ENY IBZ 

--Food manufacturing is 

expanding in  Brooklyn 

 

Shiffman, Aaron 

Brooklyn Workforce 

Innovations 

01/09/13 

 

--training programs in 

welding at Co-Op 

Tech and City Tech 

--little public 

investment in 

training for 

manufacturing 

--“employer’s 

market”—not going 

to hire someone 

who’s never had a 

job before 

--Would consider 

designing training 

program around food 

industry, given employer 

demand 

--BWI gets referrals word 

of mouth. Formerly 

incarcerated, esp. youth, 

is target, and many come 

from CH/ENY 

--low literacy 

rates among 

applicants 

 

Smith, Cassandra 

Greenpoint 

Manufacturing and 

Design 

01/18/13 

--GMDC has strong 

model for acquiring 

real estate 

--Can do innovative 

things, like build 

rooftop farm 

--Must compete in 

private real estate 

market 

--Mfrs need space 

after they “graduate” 

from incubators—

little available now 

--Can’t build to suit 

food mfg since 

needs of each 

individual firm are 

so different 

--Co-packing for smaller 

customers. As it stands, 

firms serve only larger.  

--Chamber of Commerce 

and SBS should promote 

clusters 

--Some businesses 

adopting greening 

measure out of need to 

reduce costs: using 

everything so they don’t 

have to pay haulers to 

take it away. Becoming 

design-based effort.  

 

Werber, Richard 

Greater Jamaica 

Development 

Corporation 

01/09/13 

 

--warehousing and 

distribution are 

expanding 

--thinks mfg has 

potential BUT only if 

dynamic leadership is 

present 

--good training 

programs for 

commercial licensing 

of drivers 

--thinks large mfg 

spaces are a waste of 

time 

--JFK vending 

difficult to break into 

--food production 

space sitting vacant 

--developers don’t 

want to outfit mfg 

buildings without 

anchor tenants 

--not a lot of BK hires at 

JFK—could be 

opportunity to encourage 

--progressive companies 

willing to take risks (to 

innovate, expand, etc.) 

--sees need for analysis 

of whether job training 

programs increase firm 

profitability 

--in Jamaica, 

junkyards are 

major source of 

concern 
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Wilkins, Bill 

Local Development 

Corporation of East 

New York 

10/18/12 

--Mfg rents are low: 

average is $9.50 psf.  

--Some sectors 

growing: food, steel, 

transport 

--Construction 

financing for new 

bldgs.is difficult; 

requires “spaghetti 

lending” which 

increases debt 

service 

--DOB is a problem 

--Need training center for 

mfg skills but also soft 

skills 

--working with area high 

schools to encourage 

students to consider mfg 

careers 

--Residential uses 

increasing in IBZ 

--Loss of Empire 

Zone (that 

covered CH/ENY) 

fractured local 

mfg planning 

strategy 
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Appendix 1  
Cypress Hills/East New York Vacant/Underutilized Property Survey 

(Jan 2, 2012) – Site Notes 
 

1) Force Tube Road, between Fulton Street and Dinsmore Place 
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2) Fountain Avenue, between Atlantic and Liberty Avenues   
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3) Milford Street, between Atlantic and Liberty Avenues 

http://www.homefurnitureny.com/
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4) Liberty Avenue, corner of Miller Avenue 
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5) Atlantic Avenue, between Schenck Avenue and Barbey Street 
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6) Liberty Avenue, between Georgia Avenue and Sheffield Avenue 

http://www.filtaclean.com/
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7)  Liberty Avenue, between Hendrix Avenue and Schenck Avenue 
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Appendix 2 
List of Metal Manufacturers to be Surveyed 

 
Name of Business Address Surveyed Notes NAICS Code SIC Code 

Classic Iron Works 565 LIBERTY AVE Yes See survey and note 

sheet. 

332323, 

Ornamental and 

Architectural Metal 

Work 

Manufacturing 

344604, 

Ornamental Metal 

Work (Mfrs) 

New Age Steel Products 

& Iron Works, Inc. 

183 VAN SICLEN 

AVENUE 

Yes See survey and note 

sheet. 

332323, 

Ornamental & 

Architectural Metal 

Work Mfg 

344604, 

Ornamental Metal 

Work (Mfrs) 

David Iron Works 141 WYONA 

STREET 

No, but 

talked 

informally 

See note sheet. Is 

closing his shop 

soon, did not want to 

fill out a survey but 

he was willing to chat 

with me as to why he 

is closing his 

businesses. 

332323, 

Ornamental & 

Architectural Metal 

Work Mfg 

344604, 

Ornamental Metal 

Work (Mfrs) 

Eddy's Iron Work 580 LIBERTY 

AVENUE 

No Owner told me he 

was too busy this 

week, but I could try 

again next week. 

811490, Other 

Household Goods 

Repair & 

Maintenance 

769204, Ironwork 

Oscar Gates & Iron 

Works Inc. 

597 LIBERTY 

AVENUE 

No Gave Abdulla's 

business card to 

Ana, who is the 

owner (Oscar)'s 

assistant.    I stopped 

by a day later and 

she told me she 

gave the card to 

Oscar and that he 

would check 

CHLDC's website 

later then contact 

either Abudulla or 

me if he is interested 

in participating.  Ana 

was very nice. If I 

had more time and if 

I was able to meet 

Oscar in person, I 

think he would  fill 

out the survey. 

811490, Other 

Household Goods 

Repair & 

Maintenance 

769204, Ironwork 
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J C & A Gates & Iron 

Works 

492 LIBERTY 

AVENUE 

No Stopped by the shop 

four times and the 

owner/manager was 

never onsite. 

Employees did not 

speak much English, 

kept on telling me to 

comeback in the 

morning or at noon, 

which I did to no 

avail. 

332618, Other 

Fabricated Wire 

Prod Manufacturing 

349620, Gates-

Manufacturers 

Tri-State Metal Decking 

Inc. 

594 GLENMORE 

AVENUE 

No Stop by four times, 

no one was ever on 

site. There was a 

sign on the door that 

said visitors should 

contact their main 

office on 366 Herzl 

street at 718-485-

2200.  Employees at 

auto shop next door 

told me that there is 

usually someone on 

site about 2-3 times 

a week. 

332323, 

Ornamental and 

Architectural Metal 

Work 

Manufacturing 

3446, Architectural 

and Ornamental 

Metal Work 

J. Miguel Mejia Iron 

Works 

3015 ATLANTIC 

AVENUE 

No Stopped by the shop 

four times and the 

owner/manager was 

never onsite. One 

employee who did 

not speak much 

English, kept on 

telling me to come 

back in the morning 

or at noon, which I 

did to no avail. 

332323, 

Ornamental and 

Architectural Metal 

Work 

Manufacturing 

344604, 

Ornamental Metal 

Work (Mfrs) 

Nick's Iron Works Inc 147 WYONA 

STREET 

No Stopped by four 

times, twice the shop 

was closed, the other 

two times only one 

employee who was 

there, who told me to 

stop by later in the 

day to speak to the 

owner/manager, 

which I did, but the 

he was not there 

when I returned. 

332323, 

Ornamental and 

Architectural Metal 

Work 

Manufacturing 

344604, 

Ornamental Metal 

Work (Mfrs) 

Liberty Steel Inc. 558 LIBERTY AVE No Each time I stopped 

by no one was on 

site.  It appears the 

site is used more for 

materials and truck 

storage rather than a 

workshop. 

332323, 

Ornamental and 

Architectural Metal 

Work 

Manufacturing 

344604, 

Ornamental Metal 

Work (Mfrs) 
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Accurate Metal Supplies 100 BERGMAN 

STREET 

No Owner/manager told 

me he was not 

interested in 

participating in the 

survey.  I asked if I 

could leave one 

behind, he still said 

no and closed the 

door on me. 

333512, Metal 

Cutting Machine 

Tool Manufacturing 

738972, Metal 

Cutting 

Steel Express Inc. 220 ASHFORD 

STREET 

No No longer at this 

location.  I emailed 

the owner, who still 

has a website, to try 

to find out where he 

relocated to but he 

would not tell me. 

332323, 

Ornamental and 

Architectural Metal 

Work 

Manufacturing 

344604, 

Ornamental Metal 

Work (Mfrs) 

East New York Steel 

Products 

3027 ATLANTIC 

AVENUE 

No NO LONER IN 

BUSINESS per an 

employee at J. 

Miguel Mejia Iron 

Works, the next door 

neighbor. 

332312, Fabricated 

Structural Metal 

Manufacturing 

344106, Steel-

Structural (Mfrs) 

National Steel Supply 576 LIBERTY 

AVENUE 

No NO LONGER IN 

BUSINESS.  Per 

Yadir, the owner of 

New Age, National 

Steel was one of two  

the steel suppliers in 

the area.  Now 

Eastern is the only 

one left. 

423510, Metal 

Merchant Whls 

505106, Steel-

Distributors & 

Warehouses (Whls) 
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Appendix 3 
Survey of Metal Manufacturers 
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