
Platform for Responsible Redevelopment of the Gowanus  Canal

We  be l i e v e  tha t  the  re z o n i n g  an d  de v e l o p m e n t  of  the  Go w a n u s  Ca n a l  are a  pr o v i d e s  a  gr e a t  
op p o r t u n i t y  fo r  ou r  co m m u n i t y .   Bu t  it  mu s t  be  do n e  rig h t .   We  ap p r e c i a t e  the  Ci t y ’ s  ou t r e a c h  
an d  en g a g e m e n t  wi t h  com m u n i t y  me m b e r s ,  an d  the i r  wi l l i n g n e s s  to  lis t e n  an d  ad j u s t  the i r  
pla n s .   In  ge n e r a l ,  we  ag r e e  wi t h  the  pr i n c i p l e s  pr e s e n t e d  by  Ci t y  Pl a n n i n g  to  Co m m u n i t y  
Bo a r d  6.   We  ha v e  de v e l o p e d  th i s  pl a t f o r m  to  ma k e  cle a r  sp e c i f i c  ac t i o n s  tha t  we  be l i e v e  are  
ne c e s s a r y  to  ma k e  the s e  pr i n c i p l e s  re a l ,  an d  to  ide n t i f y  so m e  imp o r t a n t  iss u e s  tha t  we r e  no t  
inc l u d e d  in  Ci t y  Pl a n n i n g ’ s  fra m e w o r k .

G e n e r a l  pr i n c i p l e s :

• Affordable housing  is  ou r  ke y  go a l  in  an y  res i d e n t i a l  de v e l o p m e n t .   We  wa n t  to  see  
ev e r y  sig n i f i c a n t  si t e  (mor e  tha n  30  un i t s) ha v e  at  lea s t  30 %  af f o r d a b l e  ho u s i n g .   Pu b l i c  
Pl a c e  (a Ci t y- ow n e d  si t e) sh o u l d  ha v e  at  lea s t  60 %  af f o r d a b l e  ho u s i n g ,  inc l u d i n g  a  
sig n i f i c a n t  am o u n t  of  sen i o r  ho u s i n g .   Ho u s i n g  sh o u l d  be  af f o r d a b l e  to  fam i l i e s  at  a  wi d e  
ra n g e  of  inc o m e s  an d  sh o u l d  rem a i n  permanently af f o r d a b l e .

• Space for industrial jobs mu s t  be  pr e s e r v e d .   Co r e  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  are a s  in  the  sou t h ,  
no r t h e a s t  an d  no r t h w e s t  ar e a s  of  the  Ca n a l  mu s t  rem a i n  zon e d  for  ma n u f a c t u r i n g ,  an d  
no t  re z o n e d  to  mi x e d- us e  (whi c h  al l o w s  de v e l o p e r s  to  co n v e r t  to  re s i d e n t i a l  us e s  as- of-
rig h t ,  thu s  en c o u r a g i n g  sp e c u l a t i o n  an d  sig n a l i n g  the  de c l i n e  of  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  in  an  are a).

• Responsible contractors & operators are  es s e n t i a l  on  al l  la r g e  pr o j e c t s .   We  wa n t  to  
see  res p o n s i b l e  con t r a c t o r s  &  bu i l d i n g/h o t e l  op e r a t o r s  tha t  tre a t  the i r  wo r k e r s  fai r l y ,  cr e a t e  
go o d  job  op p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  loc a l  re s i d e n t s ,  de l i v e r  a  go o d  qu a l i t y  co n s t r u c t i o n  pro d u c t ,  an d  
op e r a t e  qu a l i t y  de v e l o p m e n t s ,  wi t h o u t  un n e c e s s a r y  ha r m  to  the  co m m u n i t y .

• Respect community context with balanced development.  Wh i l e  we  be l i e v e  tha t  the  
Ca n a l  ar e a  is  ap p r o p r i a t e  for  de v e l o p m e n t  an d  ad d i t i o n a l  de n s i t y ,  thi s  mu s t  be  ba l a n c e d  
wi t h  a  con t e x t u a l  rez o n i n g  to  lim i t  ou t- of-sc a l e  de v e l o p m e n t  in  the  re s i d e n t i a l  se c t i o n s  of  
Ca r r o l l  G a r d e n s  (as  wa s  al r e a d y  do n e  in  Pa r k  Sl o p e).  

• Genuinely promote the mix of uses  that make the Gowanus  special.  In  tho s e  ar e a s  
tha t  are  ap p r o p r i a t e  for  mi x e d- us e  zo n i n g ,  DC P  sh o u l d  es t a b l i s h  a  sp e c i a l  di s t r i c t  tha t  
wo u l d  ge n u i n e l y  en a b l e  lig h t  ind u s t r i a l  us e s  to  flo u r i s h .   In  the s e  are a s  an d  el s e w h e r e ,  the  
Ci t y  sho u l d  en c o u r a g e  an d  inc e n t i v i z e  ap p r o p r i a t e  ar t i s a n/a r t s- re l a t e d  an d  lig h t  ind u s t r i a l  
ac t i v i t i e s .

• Improve the infrastructure & environmental quality of the Canal and the 
surrounding area.    Th e  Ci t y  sho u l d  ma k e  the  ne c e s s a r y  inv e s t m e n t s  to  cle a n  the  Ca n a l  
an d  imp r o v e  the  inf r a s t r u c t u r e  of  the  are a ,  in  or d e r  to  sup p o r t  the  vib r a n t ,  m i x e d- us e  
com m u n i t y  tha t  we  en v i s i o n .   Sp e c i a l  co n s i d e r a t i o n  mu s t  be  ma d e  to  ac c o m m o d a t e  wa s t e  
wa t e r  ru n  of f  an d  flo o d i n g ,  an d  to  inc l u d e  a  com p r e h e n s i v e  sto r m  wa t e r  ma n a g e m e n t  
pla n .   Ne w  co n s t r u c t i o n  sho u l d  be  he l d  to  hi g h  st a n d a r d s  of  en v i r o n m e n t a l  pe r f o r m a n c e ,  
so  tha t  the y  imp r o v e  ra t h e r  tha n  wo r s e n  com b i n e  sew e r  ov e r f l o w s  an d  ot h e r  
en v i r o n m e n t a l  co n d i t i o n s .

W e  rec o g n i z e  tha t  ac h i e v i n g  al l  of  the s e  go a l s  wi l l  re q u i r e  sig n i f i c a n t  de v e l o p m e n t  aro u n d  the  
can a l  –  mo s t  lik e l y  at  de n s i t i e s  an d  he i g h t s  hig h e r  tha n  som e  wo u l d  pr e f e r .   Wh i l e  we  do  no t  
sup p o r t  de n s i t y  fo r  its  ow n  sa k e  (and  ar e  cog n i z a n t  of  the  ch a l l e n g e s  tha t  de v e l o p m e n t  ca n  
br i n g),  we  are  wi l l i n g  to  sup p o r t  ad d i t i o n a l  de n s i t y  ar o u n d  the  Go w a n u s  Ca n a l ,  to  the  ex t e n t  
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th a t  it  wi l l  en a b l e  us  to  me e t  the s e  am b i t i o u s  pr i n c i p l e s  fo r  de v e l o p m e n t .   Sp e c i f i c  cr i t e r i a  fo r  
me e t i n g  the s e  pr i n c i p l e s  are  ide n t i f i e d  be l o w .   
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1.  Affordable housing  (incl u d i n g  sen i o r  ho u s i n g  an d  ho u s i n g  tha t  ha s  pre f e r e n c e s  for  
sen i o r  ci t i z e n s)  is  ou r  ke y  go a l  in  an y  res i d e n t i a l  de v e l o p m e n t .   

• We  wa n t  to  se e  ev e r y  sig n i f i c a n t  si t e  (mor e  tha n  30  un i t s)  ha v e  at  lea s t  30 %  af f o r d a b l e  
ho u s i n g .   Th e  pu b l i c  ac t i o n  of  re z o n i n g  wi l l  le a d  to  hu g e  wi n d f a l l s  for  lar g e  pro p e r t y  
ow n e r s .   As  a  res u l t ,  the r e  sh o u l d  be  mo r e  af f o r d a b l e  un i t s  tha n  the  20 %  tha t  wo u l d  
mi n i m a l l y  be  req u i r e d  by  inc l u s i o n a r y  zo n i n g  or  the  ne w  42 1- a  ru l e s .   

• In c l u s i o n a r y  zon i n g  sho u l d  be  ap p l i e d  to  al l  ar e a s  be i n g  rez o n e d  fro m  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  
to  mi x e d- us e  (to al l o w  res i d e n t i a l  de v e l o p m e n t).   Th i s  sh o u l d  ap p l y  up l a n d  as  we l l  as  
on  the  Ca n a l ,  in  ev e r y  di s t r i c t  of  R6  or  hig h e r .

• Pu b l i c  Pl a c e  (a Ci t y- ow n e d  si t e) sh o u l d  ha v e  at  lea s t  60 %  af f o r d a b l e  un i t s .   A  
sig n i f i c a n t  po r t i o n  of  thi s  sho u l d  be  af f o r d a b l e  ho u s i n g  fo r  sen i o r  ci t i z e n s ,  pr e f e r a b l y  
int e g r a t e d  int o  the  ot h e r  ho u s i n g ,  wi t h  ap p r o p r i a t e  se r v i c e s  to  en a b l e  pe o p l e  to  ag e  in  
pla c e .   Th e  af f o r d a b l e  ho u s i n g  sho u l d  be  af f o r d a b l e  to  fam i l i e s  at  a  wi d e  ran g e  of  
inc o m e s .

• Th e  si t e  ad j a c e n t  to  Pu b l i c  Pl a c e  to  the  sou t h ,  wh e r e  en v i r o n m e n t a l  rem e d i a t i o n  is  
tak i n g  pl a c e  as  pa r t  of  the  Ke y s p a n  cle a n- up  of  Pu b l i c  Pl a c e ,  sho u l d  al s o  pro v i d e  at  
lea s t  50 %  af f o r d a b l e  ho u s i n g  wi t h  at  lea s t  25 %  of  tho s e  un i t s  af f o r d a b l e  to  fam i l i e s  at  
60 %  of  AM I  an d  low e r .   Ot h e r w i s e ,  it  sh o u l d  rem a i n  zo n e d  for  ma n u f a c t u r i n g .

• Th e  af f o r d a b l e  un i t s  (incl u d i n g  ho m e o w n e r s h i p)  sho u l d  be  af f o r d a b l e  in  pe r p e t u i t y ,  so  
tha t  fam i l i e s  are  no t  di s p l a c e d  an d  af f o r d a b l e  ho u s i n g  op p o r t u n i t i e s  ar e  no t  los t  in  the  
fut u r e  (as  is  ha p p e n i n g  so  ram p a n t l y  no w).

• Th e r e  can  be  no  ne t  los s  of  ex i s t i n g  re n t- sta b i l i z e d  un i t s  as  a  res u l t  of  the  re z o n i n g .   In  
re z o n e d  ar e a s  wh e r e  the  cha n g e  in  zon i n g  lea d s  to  re s i d e n t i a l  de v e l o p m e n t  tha t  
re s u l t s  in  the  los s  of  re n t- sta b i l i z e d  ho u s i n g ,  tho s e  ren t- st a b i l i z e d  un i t s  mu s t  be  
re p l a c e d  at  the  sa m e  lev e l s  of  af f o r d a b i l i t y  in  the  ne w  de v e l o p m e n t  irr e g a r d l e s s  if  the  
de v e l o p e r  tak e s  ad v a n t a g e  of  inc l u s i o n a r y  zon i n g  an d  irre g a r d l e s s  of  the  siz e  of  the  
ne w  de v e l o p m e n t .

• Al l  af f o r d a b l e  ho u s i n g  de v e l o p m e n t s  wi t h i n  the  Go w a n u s  Ca n a l  Co r r i d o r ,  inc l u d i n g  
tho s e  di r e c t l y  or  ind i r e c t l y  ge n e r a t e d  by  ma r k e t  rat e  de v e l o p m e n t s  wi t h i n  the  Go w a n u s  
Ca n a l  Co r r i d o r ,  mu s t  be  bu i l t  to  the  sa m e  st a n d a r d  as  ma r k e t  ra t e  ho u s i n g  as  
de s c r i b e d  in  th i s  do c u m e n t .   Af f o r d a b l e  ho u s i n g  de v e l o p m e n t s  sh a l l  inc l u d e  
re q u i r e m e n t s  tha t  al l  co n s t r u c t i o n  an d  en v i r o n m e n t a l  re m e d i a t i o n  wo r k  be  pe r f o r m e d  
by  qu a l i f i e d ,  re s p o n s i b l e  con t r a c t o r s  as  de s c r i b e d  in  Se c t i o n  3  of  th i s  do c u m e n t .

• De d i c a t i n g  go v e r n m e n t  fun d s  to  sta b i l i z i n g  bu l k h e a d s  an d  cre a t i n g  op e n  spa c e  al o n g  
the  Ca n a l ,  an d  the r e b y  re l i e v i n g  de v e l o p e r s  fro m  thi s  re q u i r e m e n t ,  wi l l  al l o w  
de v e l o p e r s  to  de d i c a t e  fun d s  to  ac h i e v i n g  the  ma x i m u m  am o u n t  of  af f o r d a b l e  ho u s i n g  
tha t  the  co m m u n i t y  ne e d s  an d  de s e r v e s .   

2. Space for industrial jobs mu s t  be  pr e s e r v e d .   Co r e  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  are a s  in  the  sou t h ,  
no r t h e a s t  an d  no r t h w e s t  ar e a s  of  the  Ca n a l  mu s t  rem a i n  zon e d  for  ma n u f a c t u r i n g ,  an d  
no t  m i x e d- us e.   Mi x e d- us e  zon i n g  in  NY C  al l o w s  de v e l o p e r s  the  rig h t  to  con v e r t  to  
re s i d e n t i a l  us e s  as-of-rig h t ,  thu s  en c o u r a g i n g  sp e c u l a t i o n  an d  sig n a l i n g  the  de c l i n e  of  
ma n u f a c t u r i n g  in  an  are a .

• Su b a r e a s  C,  D  Ea s t ,  an d  E  sho u l d  re m a i n  zo n e d  fo r  ma n u f a c t u r i n g .

3



o Su b a r e a  C  (nort h e a s t  qu a d r a n t):   Wi t h  ne a r l y  60 %  of  lan d  us e  de d i c a t e d  to  
ma n u f a c t u r i n g  us e s ,  com p a r e d  to  on l y  1 %  for  res i d e n t i a l/m i x e d  us e,  th i s  Su b a r e a  
is  tho r o u g h l y  ind u s t r i a l .   Bu s i n e s s e s  in  the  ar e a  em p l o y  mo r e  tha n  500  pe o p l e .  

o Su b a r e a  D  Ea s t  (Hoy t  to  Ca n a l ,  3 rd  to  5 th St r e e t s):  Th i s  qu a d r a n t  is  no t  on l y  
tho r o u g h l y  ind u s t r i a l ,  bu t  bu s i n e s s e s  in  th i s  are a  ar e  inv e s t i n g  in  the i r  pr o p e r t i e s  
an d  ex p a n d i n g  the i r  op e r a t i o n s .

o Su b a r e a  E  (sout h e a s t/s o u t h w e s t  qu a d r a n t)  is  alm o s t  en t i r e l y  a  NY C  Ind u s t r i a l  
Bu s i n e s s  Zo n e .   Th i s  sub a r e a  sho u l d  be  ma p p e d  as  an  “Ind u s t r i a l  Em p l o y m e n t  
Di s t r i c t”  to  pro v i d e  ad d i t i o n a l  pro t e c t i o n s  an d  ce r t a i n t y  fo r  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  us e s .

o In  al l  of  the  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  zo n e s  in  the  Go w a n u s  ar e a ,  an y  ne w  su p e r s t o r e s ,  
ho t e l s ,  or  lar g e  foo t p r i n t  of f i c e s  sh o u l d  req u i r e  a  sp e c i a l  pe r m i t .   Ri g h t  no w,  the s e  
us e s  ar e  al l o w e d  as- of-rig h t .   Ho w e v e r ,  ne w  ho t e l  an d  co m m e r c i a l  de v e l o p m e n t  
thr e a t e n s  to  ov e r w h e l m  ind u s t r i a l  us e s .       

o Va r i a n c e s  sho u l d  no t  be  gr a n t e d  in  the  are a s  zon e d  fo r  ma n u f a c t u r i n g .   Th e  “lan d  
us e  fra m e w o r k ”  be i n g  de v e l o p e d  by  the  De p a r t m e n t  of  Ci t y  Pl a n n i n g  sho u l d  gu i d e  
the  Bo a r d  of  St a n d a r d s  an d  Ap p e a l s  as  we l l .

• In  Su b a r e a  A  (eas t  sid e  of  Ca n a l ,  fro m  Sa c k e t t  to  3rd  St r e e t),  the  Ci t y  sh o u l d  es t a b l i s h  
a  Sp e c i a l  Di s t r i c t  tha t  al l o w s  ge n u i n e l y  mi x e d- us e  de v e l o p m e n t ,  as  ou t l i n e d  be l o w .

• Th e  Ci t y  sho u l d  ma k e  ot h e r  inf r a s t r u c t u r e ,  tra n s p o r t a t i o n ,  re c r e a t i o n ,  an d  inv e s t m e n t  
de c i s i o n s  tha t  he l p  to  st r e n g t h e n  ma n u f a c t u r i n g .

3. Responsible contractors & operators are  es s e n t i a l  on  al l  la r g e  pr o j e c t s  an d  al l  
en v i r o n m e n t a l  rem e d i a t i o n  wo r k .   We  wa n t  to  see  res p o n s i b l e  con t r a c t o r s  &  bu i l d i n g/h o t e l  
op e r a t o r s ,  be c a u s e  we  be l i e v e  tha t  the y  de l i v e r  a  go o d  qu a l i t y  co n s t r u c t i o n  pr o d u c t  an d  
op e r a t e  qu a l i t y  de v e l o p m e n t s ,  wi t h o u t  un n e c e s s a r y  ha r m  to  the  co m m u n i t y ,  an d  tha t  the y  
tre a t  the i r  wo r k e r s  fai r l y .   Re s p o n s i b l e  con t r a c t o r s  al s o  hi r e  loc a l l y ,  cr e a t i n g  go o d  job  an d  
sk i l l  tra i n i n g  op p o r t u n i t i e s  for  loc a l  re s i d e n t s .   
To o  of t e n ,  ou r  co m m u n i t y  ha s  see n  co n t r a c t o r s  an d/o r  su b c o n t r a c t o r s  tha t  vi o l a t e  the  
he a l t h ,  sa f e t y ,  an d  wo r k p l a c e  law s  an d  sta n d a r d s  of  ou r  Ci t y .   Th e s e  con t r a c t o r s  ev a d e  or  
be n d  De p a r t m e n t  of  Bu i l d i n g s  an d  OS H A  ru l e s ,  lea d i n g  to  ille g a l ,  da n g e r o u s ,  or  se v e r e  
nu i s a n c e  si t u a t i o n s  for  ne i g h b o r s  of  the  co n s t r u c t i o n  si t e .   Th e y  vio l a t e  wa g e  an d  ho u r  
law s  of  the  Fa i r  La b o r  St a n d a r d s  Ac t ,  fai l  to  pa y  tax e s ,  pro v i d e  he a l t h  ca r e ,  or  ma i n t a i n  
the  ma n d a t e d  Wo r k e r s '  Co m p e n s a t i o n  ins u r a n c e .  Th e s e  sh o d d y  pr a c t i c e s  jeo p a r d i z e  the  
he a l t h  an d  liv e s  of  the i r  wo r k e r s .  Irr e s p o n s i b l e  con t r a c t o r s  jeo p a r d i z e  the  ef f i c i e n t  de l i v e r y  
of  pro j e c t s ,  lea v i n g  the m  vu l n e r a b l e  to  wo r k s t o p p a g e s  an d  ot h e r  lab o r  di s p u t e s ,  lea v i n g  
si t e s  pa r t i a l l y- de m o l i s h e d  or  pa r t i a l l y- de v e l o p e d  for  yea r s .   We  be l i e v e  tha t  hi r i n g  un i o n  is  
the  su r e s t  wa y  to  en s u r e  tha t  the s e  hi g h  st a n d a r d s  ar e  re a l i z e d ,  bu t  tha t ,  at  a  mi n i m u m ,  
de v e l o p e r s  an d  con t r a c t o r s  us e d  to  pe r f o r m  thi s  wo r k  mu s t  me e t  es t a b l i s h e d  
qu a l i f i c a t i o n s  an d  res p o n s i b i l i t y  sta n d a r d s .

Th e r e f o r e ,  for  al l  si t e s  wi t h  lar g e  de v e l o p m e n t  pro j e c t s ,  we  wa n t  com m i t m e n t s  tha t  the y  
wi l l  be  bu i l t  an d  op e r a t e d  by  res p o n s i b l e  co n t r a c t o r s ,  wi t h  a  st r o n g  tra c k  re c o r d .   A  
“res p o n s i b l e ”  con t r a c t o r  or  op e r a t o r  is  on e  wh o  me e t s  the  fol l o w i n g  st a n d a r d s :
• A  tra c k  re c o r d  of  su c c e s s f u l l y  pe r f o r m i n g  the  se r v i c e s  at  is s u e .
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• A  tra c k  re c o r d  of  ar e a- sta n d a r d  wa g e s  an d  be n e f i t s ,  bu t  in  no  ca s e  les s  tha n  a  liv i n g  
wa g e ,  an d  be n e f i t s  to  em p l o y e e s .

• A  hi s t o r y  of  co m p l y i n g  wi t h  ap p l i c a b l e  pu b l i c  law s ,  inc l u d i n g  he a l t h  an d  sa f e t y  law s ,  
en v i r o n m e n t a l  law s ,  wa g e  an d  ho u r  law s ,  an d  an t i d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  law s .

• A  co m m i t m e n t  to  pa y  pre v a i l i n g  wa g e s ,  ar e a- st a n d a r d  wa g e s ,  or  liv i n g  wa g e s  an d  
be n e f i t s ,  as  ap p l i c a b l e ,  an d  a  com m i t m e n t  to  co m p l y  wi t h  al l  ap p l i c a b l e  pu b l i c  law s .

• A  co m m i t m e n t  to  gi v e  loc a l  res i d e n t s  a  fai r  op p o r t u n i t y  to  ob t a i n  em p l o y m e n t .
• A  co m m i t m e n t  to  ha v i n g  a  sta t e – r e g i s t e r e d  ap p r e n t i c e s h i p  pr o g r a m s ,  wh e r e  po s s i b l e .
• A  wi l l i n g n e s s  to  di s c l o s e  the  ne c e s s a r y  inf o r m a t i o n  to  de t e r m i n e  wh e t h e r  the  

con t r a c t o r  or  op e r a t o r  me e t s  the s e  st a n d a r d s .

• Fo r  Pu b l i c  Pl a c e ,  wh i c h  the  Ci t y  wi l l  aw a r d  by  RF P ,  the  Ci t y  sho u l d :

o Re q u i r e  tha t  de v e l o p e r s   spe c i f i c a l l y  ce r t i f y ,  as  a  co n d i t i o n  of  be i n g  au t h o r i z e d  
to  pe r f o r m  the  pro j e c t ,  tha t  the y  an d  the i r  co n t r a c t o r s  &  sub c o n t r a c t o r s  me e t  the  
fol l o w i n g  st a n d a r d s :

(a) Al l  de v e l o p e r s ,  co n t r a c t o r s  an d  sub c o n t r a c t o r s  sh a l l  ve r i f y  tha t  the y  
ha v e  co m p l i e d  wi t h  al l  re l e v a n t  fed e r a l ,  st a t e ,  an d  loc a l  law s  an d  
re g u l a t i o n s  fo r  at  lea s t  the  pa s t  fiv e  ye a r s  an d  the y  wi l l  co n t i n u e  to  do  
so  for  the  du r a t i o n  of  the  Pu b l i c  Pl a c e  Pr o j e c t .

(b) Al l  firm s ,  inc l u d i n g  ge n e r a l  co n t r a c t o r s ,  su b c o n t r a c t o r s  or  ot h e r  
en t i t i e s ,  tha t  em p l o y  co n s t r u c t i o n  cra f t  wo r k e r s  on  an y  de m o l i t i o n ,  
con s t r u c t i o n ,  re n o v a t i o n ,  re h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  re m o d e l i n g  or  mo d e r n i z a t i o n  
pr o j e c t s ,  sha l l  pa r t i c i p a t e  in  a  Ne w  Yo r k  St a t e- ce r t i f i e d  ap p r e n t i c e s h i p  
pr o g r a m  for  ea c h  cra f t  or  cla s s i f i c a t i o n  of  wo r k e r s  the y  em p l o y .   To  
com p l y  wi t h  th i s  st a n d a r d ,  the  firm  mu s t  ve r i f y  tha t  its  ap p r e n t i c e s h i p  
pr o g r a m(s) ha v e  be e n  reg i s t e r e d  wi t h ,  an d  ap p r o v e d  by,  the  
Co m m i s s i o n e r  of  the  Ne w  Yo r k  St a t e  De p a r t m e n t  of  La b o r  at  the  tim e  
the  con t r a c t  is  aw a r d e d ,  an d  tha t  su c h  pro g r a m(s) ha v e  gra d u a t e d  
ap p r e n t i c e s  to  jou r n e y p e r s o n  st a t u s  for  at  lea s t  3  of  the  pa s t  5  ye a r s .  
Ap p r e n t i c e s h i p  req u i r e m e n t s  sim i l a r  to  th i s  st a n d a r d  ap p l y  to  Ci t y  pu b l i c  
wo r k s  pr o j e c t s  pu r s u a n t  to  a  Ma y o r a l  Po l i c y  Di r e c t i v e  (July  20,  2006).

(c) Al l  co n t r a c t o r s ,  su b c o n t r a c t o r s  or  ot h e r  firm s  em p l o y i n g  co n s t r u c t i o n  
cra f t  wo r k e r s  on  an y  de m o l i t i o n ,  co n s t r u c t i o n ,  ren o v a t i o n ,  reh a b i l i t a t i o n ,  
re m o d e l i n g  or  mo d e r n i z a t i o n  pro j e c t s  sha l l  pa y  pr e v a i l i n g  wa g e s  in  
ac c o r d a n c e  wi t h  Ne w  Yo r k  St a t e  La b o r  La w  §220  an d  §230  an d  Ci t y  
Ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  Co d e  §6-109.

(d) Al l  bu i l d i n g  ma n a g e r s  an d  la r g e  re t a i l  op e r a t o r s  sh a l l  pa y  are a  
sta n d a r d  wa g e s  an d  be n e f i t s  or,  at  a  mi n i m u m ,  liv i n g  wa g e s  fo r  al l  job  
ca t e g o r i e s .

(e) Re q u i r e  tha t  co n t r a c t o r s ,  bu i l d i n g  ma n a g e r s ,  an d  la r g e  re t a i l  
op e r a t o r s  ha v e  a  st r o n g  loc a l  hi r i n g  an d  tra i n i n g  pl a n  in  pl a c e .
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o Al t h o u g h  the  ab o v e  lan g u a g e  wa s  no t  inc l u d e d  in  the  Pu b l i c  Pl a c e  RF P ,  it  is  the  
con s e n s u s  of  th i s  wo r k i n g  gro u p  tha t  th i s  po i n t  is  of  pa r a m o u n t  im p o r t a n c e .  As  
su c h ,  we  wi l l  se e k  thr o u g h  UL U R P  to  se c u r e  a  pl e d g e  by  the  se l e c t e d  
de v e l o p e r  to  the  com m u n i t y  tha t  the s e  pr a c t i c e s  wi l l  be  up h e l d .

• Fo r  pr i v a t e  si t e s ,  we  do  no t  be l i e v e  the y  sho u l d  be  rez o n e d  un l e s s  the  de v e l o p e r  can  
sho w  tha t  the y  wi l l  be  us i n g  res p o n s i b l e  co n t r a c t o r s  an d  op e r a t o r s .   De v e l o p e r s  sh o u l d  
pr o v i d e  de t a i l e d  ev i d e n c e  to  the  Co m m u n i t y  Bo a r d  an d  Ci t y  Co u n c i l m e m b e r  tha t  the y  
wi l l  be  us i n g  re s p o n s i b l e  co n t r a c t o r s  an d  op e r a t o r s  in  en v i r o n m e n t a l  rem e d i a t i o n ,  
de m o l i t i o n ,  con s t r u c t i o n ,  bu i l d i n g  se r v i c e s ,  ho t e l s ,  an d  lar g e  re t a i l  op e r a t i o n s ,  us i n g  
the  cri t e r i a  ou t l i n e d  ab o v e .   Th e  Ci t y  sh o u l d  en s u r e  tha t  co n t r a c t u a l  ag r e e m e n t s  
en t e r e d  int o  wi t h  de v e l o p e r s ,  an d  ot h e r  ap p l i c a b l e  pr o j e c t  do c u m e n t s ,  sp e c i f y  tha t  
de v e l o p e r s  sh a l l  be  bo u n d  to  the s e  res p o n s i b i l i t y  sta n d a r d s  an d  tha t  de v e l o p e r s  wi l l  
tak e  the  ne c e s s a r y  ac t i o n  to  en s u r e  tha t  al l  op e r a t o r s ,  co n t r a c t o r s  an d  su b c o n t r a c t o r s  
pa r t i c i p a t i n g  in  the  pro j e c t ,  are  lik e w i s e  co n t r a c t u a l l y  bo u n d  to  co m p l y  wi t h  the s e  
sta n d a r d s .   Ap p r o p r i a t e  re v i e w  an d  ov e r s i g h t  pr o c e d u r e s ,  inc l u d i n g  “cla w b a c k ”  
pr o c e d u r e s ,  pe n a l t i e s  an d  pro c e d u r e s  fo r  pe r m i t t i n g  pu b l i c  ac c e s s  to  pro j e c t  re c o r d s ,  
sho u l d  be  de v e l o p e d  to  pro m o t e  ful l  an d  fa i r  en f o r c e m e n t  of  the s e  st a n d a r d s .

4. Respect community context with balanced development.  Wh i l e  we  be l i e v e  tha t  the  
Ca n a l  ar e a  is  ap p r o p r i a t e  for  de v e l o p m e n t  an d  ad d i t i o n a l  de n s i t y ,  thi s  mu s t  be  ba l a n c e d  
wi t h  a  con t e x t u a l  rez o n i n g  to  lim i t  ou t- of-sc a l e  de v e l o p m e n t  in  the  re s i d e n t i a l  se c t i o n s  of  
Ca r r o l l  G a r d e n s  (as  wa s  al r e a d y  do n e  in  Pa r k  Sl o p e),  in  or d e r  to  ma i n t a i n  the  cha r a c t e r  
an d  qu a l i t y- of- lif e  in  su r r o u n d i n g  co m m u n i t i e s .   Th e s e  con t e x t u a l  rez o n i n g  sho u l d  co v e r  
the  ar e a  fro m  Pa c i f i c  St r e e t  (on  the  no r t h)  to  the  Go w a n u s  Ex p r e s s w a y  (on  the  
sou t h/s o u t h w e s t),  fro m  the  BQ E  (on  the  we s t)  to  Sm i t h  St r e e t/B o n d  St r e e t/3 rd  Av e n u e  (on  
the  ea s t).

5. Genuinely promote the mix of uses  that make the Gowanus  special.  In  tho s e  ar e a s  
tha t  are  ap p r o p r i a t e  for  mi x e d- us e  zo n i n g ,  DC P  sh o u l d  es t a b l i s h  a  sp e c i a l  di s t r i c t  tha t  
wo u l d  al l o w  res i d e n t i a l  de v e l o p m e n t  wh i l e  at  the  sam e  tim e ,  mi t i g a t i n g  di s p l a c e m e n t  of  
ma n u f a c t u r e r s ,  ar t i s t s  an d  ind u s t r i a l  bu s i n e s s e s .   In  the s e  are a s  an d  el s e w h e r e ,  the  Ci t y  
sho u l d  en c o u r a g e  an d  inc e n t i v i z e  ap p r o p r i a t e  ar t i s a n  an d  lig h t- ind u s t r i a l  ac t i v i t i e s .

• In  Su b a r e a  A,  Ci t y  Pl a n n i n g  sh o u l d  es t a b l i s h  a  Sp e c i a l  Di s t r i c t ,  a  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  zon e  
wi t h  a  res i d e n t i a l  ov e r l a y .    Th i s  sp e c i a l  di s t r i c t  wo u l d  al l o w  the  int r o d u c t i o n  of  ho u s i n g  
to  the  are a ,  wh i l e  pre s e r v i n g  spa c e  fo r  lig h t  ind u s t r i e s ,  inc l u d e d  cre a t i v e  an d  ar t s-
re l a t e d  us e s ,  wh i c h  he l p  to  de f i n e  the  ex i s t i n g  cha r a c t e r  of  Go w a n u s  an d  ar e  
ot h e r w i s e  at  a  se v e r e  ris k  of  di s p l a c e m e n t .   Th e  spe c i a l  dis t r i c t  wo u l d  ha v e  the  
fol l o w i n g  req u i r e m e n t s :

o Al o n g  the  va s t  ma j o r i t y  of  si d e  st r e e t s  an d  Ne v i n s  St r e e t ,  fu t u r e  de v e l o p m e n t  wo u l d  
be  re q u i r e d  to  inc l u d e  sp a c e  fo r  lig h t  ma n u f a c t u r i n g .   We  rec o m m e n d  ei t h e r  a) a  
re q u i r e m e n t  of  80 %  lot  co v e r a g e  wi t h  al l  M  us e s  on  the  gro u n d  flo o r  or  b) a  
re q u i r e m e n t  of  a  fix e d  pe r c e n t a g e  (app r o x i m a t e l y  40 %)  of  M  us e s  tha t  cou l d  be  
sa t i s f i e d  on  mu l t i p l e  lev e l s .
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o Gr o u n d  flo o r  ret a i l  wo u l d  be  al l o w e d  alo n g  the  3 rd  an d  4 th Av e n u e  co r r i d o r s  wh e r e  
ex t e n s i v e  ret a i l  al r e a d y  ex i s t s .

o Pr e- ex i s t i n g  no n- co n f o r m i n g  res i d e n t i a l  bu i l d i n g s  wo u l d  be  ex e m p t  fro m  the  
ma n u f a c t u r i n g  re q u i r e m e n t .

• We  urg e  cre a t i v e  th i n k i n g  fo r  lar g e  si t e s  al o n g  the  ca n a l  (lots  of  mo r e  tha n  10,000  
squ a r e  fee t,  wi t h  at  lea s t  100’  of  can a l  fro n t a g e).   Th e s e  co u l d  be  inn o v a t i v e  mi x e d-
us e  de v e l o p m e n t s ,  wh i c h  inc o r p o r a t e  re s i d e n t i a l  alo n g  wi t h  lig h t- ind u s t r y ,  cu l t u r a l ,  
bu s i n e s s  inc u b a t i o n ,  wa t e r f r o n t- ac c e s s o r y ,  rec r e a t i o n ,  an d  su s t a i n a b l e  de v e l o p m e n t .  
Th i s  typ e  of  de v e l o p m e n t  wo u l d  he l p  the  Go w a n u s  ar e a  to  thr i v e  wi t h  the  mi x e d- us e  
cha r a c t e r  tha t  ma k e s  it  a  un i q u e ,  va l u a b l e ,  an d  ex c i t i n g  pla c e .

• Th e  Ci t y  an d  its  pa r t n e r s  sho u l d  pr o v i d e  no n- lan d- us e  sup p o r t s  fo r  the  us e s  tha t  ma k e  
the  Go w a n u s  are a  spe c i a l .   Th e  De p a r t m e n t  of  Cu l t u r a l  Af f a i r s  sho u l d  pr o v i d e  sup p o r t  
for  ar t s- re l a t e d  an d  ar t i s a n  us e s  to  he l p  st r e n g t h e n  the  cre a t i v e  ind u s t r i e s  in  the  are a .  
Th e  Ma y o r ’ s  Of f i c e  of  Ind u s t r i a l  an d  Ma n u f a c t u r i n g  Bu s i n e s s e s  sh o u l d  co n t i n u e  to  
pr o v i d e  sup p o r t  to  the  are a  thr o u g h  its  IB Z  an d  Om b u d s m a n  pro g r a m s .  

6. Improve the infrastructure & environmental quality of the Canal and the 
surrounding area, in  ord e r  to  su p p o r t  the  vib r a n t ,  m i x e d- us e  com m u n i t y  tha t  we  en v i s i o n .  
Fi n a l l y ,  we  be l i e v e  tha t  an y  rez o n i n g  mu s t  be  ac c o m p a n i e d  by  im p r o v e m e n t s  in  the  
tra n s p o r t a t i o n  an d  sew e r  in f r a s t r u c t u r e  se r v i n g  th i s  ne i g h b o r h o o d .   De v e l o p m e n t  wi l l  tax  
the  al r e a d y  ov e r b u r d e n e d  inf r a s t r u c t u r e ,  es p e c i a l l y  the  sew e r  sy s t e m .   Un t r e a t e d  sew a g e  
is  re g u l a r l y  re l e a s e d  int o  the  Go w a n u s  Ca n a l  du e  to  se w e r  ov e r f l o w s ,  an d  ba s e m e n t  
flo o d i n g  cau s e d  by  ins u f f i c i e n t  st r e e t  dr a i n a g e  is  co m m o n .   An y  an d  al l  de v e l o p m e n t  mu s t  
be  pa r t y  to  a  co m p r e h e n s i v e  sto r m  wa t e r  ma n a g e m e n t  pla n .

• In f r a s t r u c t u r e :   Th e  Ci t y  sh o u l d  ma k e  the  ne c e s s a r y  inv e s t m e n t s  to  cle a n  the  Ca n a l  
an d  imp r o v e  the  inf r a s t r u c t u r e  of  the  are a .   De v e l o p m e n t  on  the  can a l  sh o u l d  no t  
oc c u r  wi t h o u t  su b s t a n t i a l  inv e s t m e n t  an d  ov e r h a u l  of  the  ex i s t i n g  se w e r  sy s t e m .

• Re m e d i a t i o n : Th e  Ca n a l ,  an d  the  lan d  aro u n d  it,  ne e d s  to  be  su f f i c i e n t l y  cl e a n  an d  
he a l t h y  to  su s t a i n  a  mi x e d- us e  co m m u n i t y .   Th i s  wi l l  tak e  a  mi x  of  pu b l i c  an d  pr i v a t e  
lea d e r s h i p  an d  inv e s t m e n t .   Al l  wo r k  mu s t  be  pe r f o r m e d  by  ce r t i f i e d ,  re s p o n s i b l e  an d  
ex p e r i e n c e d  ha z a r d o u s  ma t e r i a l s  ab a t e m e n t  an d  rem e d i a t i o n  con t r a c t o r s  ac c o r d i n g  to  
be s t  ind u s t r y  pr a c t i c e s .

• Ne w  Co n s t r u c t i o n :   Al l  ne w  co n s t r u c t i o n  sho u l d  ad h e r e  to  gre e n  bu i l d i n g  pr i n c i p l e s  an d  
be  he l d  to  hi g h  sta n d a r d s  of  en v i r o n m e n t a l  pe r f o r m a n c e .   Ne w  bu i l d i n g s  sho u l d  no t  
ad d  to  the  CS O  pro b l e m ;  if  an y t h i n g ,  the y  sho u l d  ab a t e  it.

• Dr e d g i n g :   Bu s i n e s s e s  tha t  re l y  on  the  Go w a n u s  Ca n a l  to  ba r g e  pro d u c t  ar e  fin d i n g  it  
inc r e a s i n g l y  di f f i c u l t  to  co n t i n u e  to  do  so  be c a u s e  of  bu i l d- up  on  the  bo t t o m  of  the  
Ca n a l ,  as  we l l  as  la r g e  pie c e s  of  de b r i s  tha t  re n d e r  ce r t a i n  ar e a s  im p a s s a b l e .   Al l  1.5  
mi l e s  of  the  Go w a n u s  Ca n a l  sh o u l d  be  dr e d g e d  an d  de b r i s  rem o v e d .

• Si g n a g e :  Ed u c a t i o n a l  si g n a g e  ind i c a t i n g  tha t  the  Go w a n u s  Ca n a l  is  an  ind u s t r i a l  
wa t e r w a y  sh o u l d  be  po s t e d  alo n g  the  can a l .  Re c r e a t i o n a l  bo a t e r s  wi s h i n g  to  us e  the  
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ca n a l  sh o u l d  be  we l l- ve r s e d  in  the  ru l e s  of  na v i g a t i n g  an  ind u s t r i a l  wa t e r w a y  to  en s u r e  
the  sa f e t y  of  bo a t e r s  an d  the  ab i l i t y  fo r  ind u s t r i a l  ba r g i n g  op e r a t i o n s  to  con t i n u e .  

*****************************

Pr o v i d e d  the  de t a i l s  of  the  fin a l  pl a n  ar e  fa i r  an d  rea s o n a b l e  ge n e r a l l y ,  the  Co a l i t i o n  wi l l  ful l y  
an d  ac t i v e l y  sup p o r t  the  Go w a n u s  Re d e v e l o p m e n t  Pl a n ,  inc l u d i n g  inc r e a s e d  FA R s ,  ot h e r  
ne c e s s a r y  re-zon i n g  ini t i a t i v e s  an d  ot h e r  su p p o r t  or  as s i s t a n c e  the  Ci t y  con s i d e r s  pr o v i d i n g  to  
de v e l o p e r s  –  IF  -- al l  ke y  pr i n c i p l e s  of  thi s  Pl a t f o r m  are  ad o p t e d  an d  inc o r p o r a t e d  int o  the  
Ci t y ’ s  Re d e v e l o p m e n t  Pl a n .    To  thi s  en d ,  the s e  pr i n c i p l e s  mu s t  be  inc l u d e d  as  ma n d a t o r y  
re q u i r e m e n t s  of  the  Pl a n  an d  its  ma i n  co m p o n e n t s ,  inc l u d i n g  int o  re-zo n i n g  re s o l u t i o n s  
de v e l o p e d  by  the  Pl a n n i n g  Co m m i s s i o n ,  re l a t e d  imp l e m e n t a t i o n  ag r e e m e n t s  an d  ot h e r  
of f i c i a l  ac t s ,  ag r e e m e n t s  or  ini t i a t i v e s  us e d  by  the  Ci t y  to  de v e l o p  an d  imp l e m e n t  thi s  Pl a n .    

On  the  ot h e r  ha n d ,  a  Re d e v e l o p m e n t  Pl a n  tha t  lac k s  the  ke y  pr i n c i p l e s  se t  for t h  he r e i n ,  wo u l d  
no t,  in  ou r  vie w ,  ad d r e s s  cri t i c a l  co m m u n i t y  an d  pu b l i c  in t e r e s t s  an d,  the r e f o r e ,  sh o u l d  no t  
re c e i v e  pu b l i c  sup p o r t .   Th e r e  is  no  qu e s t i o n  the  de v e l o p e r  co m m u n i t y  wi l l  re a p  su b s t a n t i a l ,  
luc r a t i v e  be n e f i t s  fro m  the  Go w a n u s  Pl a n  an d  the  ac t i o n s  un d e r t a k e n  by  the  Ci t y  to  as s i s t  
de v e l o p e r s  ef f e c t u a t e  thi s  Pl a n .    Ho w e v e r ,  to  pro t e c t  the  pu b l i c  int e r e s t  an d  en s u r e  fai r  
tre a t m e n t  fo r  the  loc a l  com m u n i t y ,  it  is  es s e n t i a l  tha t  the  pr i n c i p l e s  of  thi s  Pl a t f o r m  be  
ad o p t e d  as  co r e  ele m e n t s  of  the  Pl a n  AN D ,  mo r e o v e r ,  tha t  pra c t i c a l  pr o c e d u r e s  be  pu t  in  
pla c e  to  ma k e  su r e  the s e  pr i n c i p l e s  pro t e c t  an d  pro m o t e  com m u n i t y  in t e r e s t s  as  int e n d e d .  

*****************************

Th i s  wo r k i n g  do c u m e n t  rep r e s e n t s  the  con s e n s u s  of:

AC O R N
Fi f t h  Av e n u e  Co m m i t t e e
G o w a n u s  Ca n a l  Co m m u n i t y  De v e l o p m e n t  Co r p .
AF L- CI O
Ma s o n  Te n d e r s ’  Di s t r i c t  Co u n c i l  of  Gr e a t e r  Ne w  Yo r k ,
La b o r e r s ’  Int e r n a t i o n a l  Un i o n  of  No r t h  Am e r i c a  
Lo c a l  32B J  SE I U
NY C  Ce n t r a l  La b o r  Co u n c i l
NY C  Di s t r i c t  Co u n c i l  of  Ca r p e n t e r s
Ne w  Yo r k  Ind u s t r i a l  Re t e n t i o n  Ne t w o r k
Ne w  Yo r k  Ho t e l  &  Mo t e l  Tr a d e s  Co u n c i l
P r a t t  Ce n t e r  fo r  Co m m u n i t y  De v e l o p m e n t
P u b l i c  Ho u s i n g  Co m m u n i t i e s
Bu d d y  Sc o t t o ,  Ca r r o l l  Ga r d e n s  As s o c i a t i o n ,  Inc.
Ma r k  Sh a m e s ,  Ca r r o l l  G a r d e n s  As s o c i a t i o n ,  Inc.
S o u t h w e s t  Br o o k l y n  Ind u s t r i a l  De v e l o p m e n t  Co r p o r a t i o n
UN I T E- HE R E
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